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THE 
Opinion of Witchcraft 


VINDICATED: 


SIR, i oe 
ERP Received yours ; and 
x8 with it char little treatiſe 

Gl K-29 of Witchcraft , which 
Sax KS&; you 'were pleaſed ro 
_CWo/ WY9 lend me: which-when 
GEPWNSSP 1 had opened, I found 


the Author in his Preface, laying abour 
hiny like 2 ncaa furens, rag Ajax 
maſtigophorus , and charging his oppo= 
fers with no lefs than par. Ai acknowe 

ledging a plaraliry of Gods, and aſcribing - 


2 7, he Opinion of 
omnipotency "ro the Devil. This he 
doubts not but he (hall make good with 
the ſame eaſe as he aſſerts it, and promi- 
ſes himſelt and his Reader, to force a 
ſurrender ar the firſt aflaulc, Bur his bat- 
teries are not of force enough ro cite it, 
his ſtrongeſt arguments being little berter 
than an _«vTo3 £4. and his whole Book 
ſtanding upon no firmer ground chan his 
own Suppoſals. The vaſt confidence 
which he ſeems to have in the ſtrength 
of his Arguments, had made me arm my 
ſelf with a more than ordinary care and 
circumſpeRion for the ſharp encounter I 
was like to receive from this great Goltah, 


but I have fince found thatI may lay afide . 


thoſe heavy Arms, and thar a ſtone and 
a ſling will ſerve the turn. 

Ar the entrance .of his Book he layes 
before you che neceſſity, in which the 
Eaſtern Empire ſtood, of Juggling tricks 
and Impoſtures, rouphold it's greatneſs; 
and that the heathen Prieſts were by con- 
tinyal practice arrived to that perfection 
in cheating, that they ſtood nor in need 
of- ihe Devils aſſiſtance : from hence he 
_—_ TT would 
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Witchcraft Vindicated, - 3 
would infer that the anſwers given at O- 
racles, were no other than chears pur up- 
on the people, and the Prieſts inventions, 
Bur *tis very improbable that the Devil, 
who had the liberty of poſſefling fo many 
Bodies (as we hind be had by Rracd un- 
dentable inſtances of the New- Teſtament) 
ſhould be debarred thar of a wicked Ido- 
lacrous Prieſt, or the thrines of the hea- 
then Gods,or;rhart if he had thar freedom, 
he would not make uſe of ir, for the eſta- 
bliſhing of his own Kingdom. Aﬀeer 
this he tells you of che.great variety of 
Impoſtures uſed by chem, all which he © 
reduces to four heads, wiz, Jugoling.,* . 
Inchanting, Conjecturinz, and Divining- 
Of theſe he gives you definitions, ad ar-" 
bitrtum, and you mutt rake them on his 
word, as if that were as uncontroulable 
as the Laws of the Medes and Perſians, 
he ſayes that a Familiar was no Devil , 
bur a confederated perſon, privy to the 
plot, and aſſiſtant to the performance. I 
do not deny bur ſome cheats of rhis Na- 
ture have been, and yet are in the World, 
but he that from hence concludes thar all 
B 2 . . ae: 
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MEſo, 25 dur a bad Lopgician, Formy 
parts | cannot be convinc'd by fuch.an 
Argument, when 1 find {2s 1 ſhall en- | 
JEaveunr £0 prove } both theacltimonies 
of Scripture and Hiſtory .apainft t, Nor 
indeed, is there any probatulity, thatthe 
Heamen Pricits Gould ſo icadily give an- 
| ſanersts all queſtions { pur 46 them on 
the ſudden, and wx tomprowſe) as ts 
keepmpahecrodiret their Oracles tothat 
hagh they were.at for many Apes toge- 
char = newer nay weeahly ſippole that 
chis miacifons Art of cheating aould be 
comzeyod Sromenc Prieftto anather, 2nd 
nce ane af ſo many thouſands diſcover 
the decettioche Ward ; and tharof fa 


——_ _—— af -= Were purto 
$f, We comething harder to per- 
form than he ſcems co think ir. Vol all 
this he cafily believes they did, and by 
fach ticks magnified their Idols , - 
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Witchcraft Findicated. «5 
{duced the common people, for which 
cauſe they were: fo preat as aboratnation 
befare God, as that nm ahe Law given by 
Mofes,, he fo ſtrictly gave in charge rothe 
iſvaelttes, the —_ then our from a- 
mong them. To this purpoſe he quotes 
the cighreenth Chepter of Pobeen cox 
te ninth, tenth, cleventh, and wwelfth 
verſes. And this he thinks to be as con- 
fiderable a place as any can be bronghr 
from the whole Bible for the” proof of 
Witches, - Here therefore he rakes occa- 
fios ro fall foul wih onr Tranflaours 
the Bibke, for that, fayes he, they have 
fally Tranſhted the rent and cleventh 
verſes, making ehem more frgneficant to 
thar purpoſe thanthey are.in the Original; 
Wherefore I think it will nor be mnch a- 
miſs to compare the Authors Tranflarion 
of thoſe rwo Verſes and. ours with the 
Hebrew {o far as they. difter one from the 
other : ours runs thus. | | 

' There ſhall not be found.among you 
any that maketh his Son, or his Daugh- 
ter to paſs through the fire, or tharuſerh 
Divinations , or an obſerver of times, 

| B 3 £or 


6 The Opinion of 
or an Inchanter , or a VVitch. 

Or a Charmer, or a Conſulter with 
familiar Spirits , or VVizards, or a Ne- 
cromancer, 

Now the main difference ( for I naſs 
by thoſe of leſs concernment) 1s thar 
inſtead of a VVitch, in the tenth verſe 
this Author has put the word miracle- 
monger ; and for a Conſulter with fami- 
liar Spirits, a ſeeker of an Oracle. Now 
in theſe places he ſeems much to blame , 
for having ſo peremptorily charg'd the 
learned, Tranflatours of the Bible with a 
falle interpretation , making himſelf the 
only Judge in the ſenſe of he original , 
ang refuſing any tranſlation that ſuites nor 
with his fancy, meerly for thar reaſon, 
Nay: the original: being rightly conſide. 
redz.. we (hall find but lictle difference be. 
tween-it and our tranflation, as in that of 
a, Vvarch, - the Hebrew word is NU&3D, 
coming from the word - q22, which 
word, it: we,may- believe the beſt Hebr:- 
&ges; honifies Witchcraft, or faſcinati- 
Qlz4):fer:fo:Buxtorfe, and Xantes Pagmi- 
z46;pnderfiand it, expounding it by theſe 
w7" ' wor ds, 


Witchcraft Vindi&ted, # 
words , faſcinum , maleficium, and Pre- 
fizgium + and fo Pagrithns 1h his tranſli- 
tion of the Bible, in which he eadea- 
vour'd to come as near the ſenie of .the 
original, as was poſlible for hita, has in 
this very place expounded the Hebrew 
NUIN, Mateficus, which is the fame with 
our word Witch ; Funrus and Treme!lins 
render it, Preſti2/ator, which has the 
ſame ſignification with the ocher, rhough 
our Author takes it for no mote than a 
meer Juggler, or to uſe his wprd, 4a 
miracle-monger. But the word has 
more in tt than ſo, for thotigh it be true, 
that every Pre{ligtator 15 4 miracle-mon- 
ger, a Juggler, or a Coozner, yet as 
we find it awayes uſed in Authors, it jm- 
plyes a doing of thoſe deceirts by VWitch- 
cratt. As for what he ſayes of the word 
@xzguxrf” inthe Septuagizt, that it figni- 
fies an Impoſtor, 'I cannotar all conceive 
why he ſhould fo poſitively ailert it, or 
at leaſt why I ſhould believe it, except 
he could prove from good Authors , that 
the genuine ſignification of the word is fo ; 


for 1 do not at all find ir any otherwiſe 
B 4 chan 
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. chan our word Witch has that figniſicati- 

on, for it 15 certain that Witches are the 
reateſt Impoſtors of the World : and 
e were extremely irrational, that would 

believe that the Devil does really thofe 

things which many times he ſeems to do, 


and that .it. is in his power to transform, 


the bodies of men and women into thoſe 


of Dogs,or. Cats,or any other Creatures. 


Yet as we cannot deny bur the Devil, 


having a greater inſight into natural Phy-' 


loſophy than ever yer any man has attain'd 


to, mayperform thoſe things by natural 
means » Which will yet be beyond the 


reach of thoſe who ate in the higheſt rank 
among us, and have gone fartheſt in the 
wayes of nature, ſo we may cafily believe, 


that'he is more cunning in his tricks , 
whereby he deceives the ſenſes, and thar 


many times-he ſeems to change the out- 
ward forms of bodies, when he only de- 
ceives the fight by the interpoſition of co- 
lours, and condenſation of air, between 
the eyes of the beholders and the objeR, 
or many other wayes which to us are al- 
rogether unknown © But for us to — 

that 
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that the Devil can do ſuch things, only 
becauſe we cannot tell how they are done, 
or to ſay that 'he muſt be omniporent; t& 
deceive our weak ſenſes, is ſo far from 
rational argument, that nothing but the 
want of reaſon can produce ſuch ridiculows 
fancies. Bur to proceed, the Greek word: 
@xeurr©- , ſayes he, in this place ſigni= 
fies an Impoſtour, not a poyſoner, for ic 
is ridiculous to think that King Mazeſſeth, 
and Queen Fezatel, cxercis'd the Art 
of poyiening. | Now 1 'tind it norat ff 
neceflary to ſay that they uſed thMArr of 
poyſoning , though we deny. that ay 
were meer Jugglers : yetI fee nothing 

ridiculous in that afſertion as he does z 
for it may with reaſon enough be ſupps-' 
ſed, that Witches do, by their contede- 
rated Devils, infuſe poyſonous and noxt- 
ous humours into thoſe bodies which ti 

deſire to hurt : and 'tis likely that Mavg- 
ſeth and Jezabel, being praQtitioners in 
chat Art, were not wanting in aty thing 
that bcJong'd to their profeſſion, Now 
where he ſayes' that theſe miracle-mog= 


gers (as hecalls them ). were fo ſeverely 


probt-* 


10 The Opinion of - 
prohibited in the Law of oſes , be- 
cauſe they acted ſtrange things in the ſtghr 
of the people, to confirm them 1n a falſe 

Religion, 1 can cafily grant him char this 
was one cauſe, bur that it was the onely 
cauſc I cannot readily believe,, {ince the 
Art was in it felt wicked, and molt de- 
teſtable ; and by conſequence ſo difplea- 
{ing ro God, that he would not ſuffer it 
among his people : and beſides, I do not 
think that it was the deſign of all thoſe - 
that prdfefled this Art, to eſtabliſh a falſe 

Religion, but rather that they did ir for 

gain, by fore-telling things to come, as 

"ris likely the Witch of Ender did. As 

for what he objects of their being coupled 
rogether with Sooth-ſayers, many times 
in choſe places of Scripture, where men- 
tion is made of Idolatry, it ts not at all 
ſtrange, for where ſhould we ſo reaſona- 
ble expe& to find thoſe wicked Artiſts, 
as with an Idolatrous and ungodly people. 

And we may eaſily think, tat the Devil 
when he finds a people inclin'd ro Idolatry 

will not be wanting to the farther deceiv- 
ing of them, ſo faras his falſe miracles 
and 
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and lying wonders can conduce to 1t: 
But to conclude from hence, he ſeems ro 
do, that they were prohibired neerly for 
— tt, I ſee no colour of rea- 
on. | 

Bur hereI find my Author endeavour- 
ing to perſwade the World that Pha- 
raob's Magicians were nothing elſe but 
Jugglers, and brought Serpeirs in their 
{leeves or pockets to make a fool of Pha 
raoh, by conveying them into the place of 
their ſticks by ſome {lyc trick ot Legerde- 
main. Bur I find much difficulty in this 
cheat; for firſt, I cannot poffibly believe, 


' that Moſes and Aaron told the Magctaiis 


before hand what it was they intended to 
do, andif nor, how it came to ps thar 
they were provided of neceffarics for ſuch 
a cheat ; and were fo ready at Praraob's 
call, without ſo much as deſiring time to 
catch the Serpents, and to pull out their 
{tinzs , for fear of the worlt (for other- 
wiſe it had been a kind of jeaſting with 
edged tools, ) But to be ſo quick at it, 
was I believe an &rt beyond the reach of 
modern Jugglers, Pur ſuppoſe they 

were 
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were furnithed with all chingsrequitite ; 
E cannot ſee how that could ſerve their 
turns, forwe read in. the Texr,, they did 
2s Aaroz had done, for Fey calt: dow: 
every nan kis Rod,. and ic became a Ser- 
pent ; and m the Hebrew it is the ſame , 
WIDD URTDION of projacer uit wNuSGuis< 
B's Uirgam ſwam, and the Septuagrnt 
Kai tppilov iorgos oY £939 Tay By theſe 
F think i plainly appears that the Magi- 
ctans caſt down Rods, which afterwards 
became,or at lex't ſeemed ro be turn'd in- 
to Serpents. Now believe; our Author 
will have enough to do, to ſhow by 
what means thoſe miracle-mongers could 
make their Rods feems to the eyes of 
PFharach, and the other SpeQators, after 
rhey had thrown them down , to be 
chanz'd into Serpents, and ro think that 
when: they had once caſt them our of 
their hands, ehey could recover them a- 
24in , and lay Serpents in their places 
(except they could have (hown Pharaoh 
- 2nd hisarrendants, fome pretty thing up: 
onthe VVall, ro employ their eyes in he 
mean time ). is a whimfey beyond _ 
| reac 
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Watchoraft Vindicated, ny 
geach of .tmegination. - And though we 
ftippoſe, that Pharaob and this Nakles 
were {uch fools, yer Zdoſes :and AAarox 
were wiſe amen, and one would think , 
baing:concerned themſelues, might have 
focarefully obſerved.them-as to.diſcover 
dt, Bur af we.could :poſſibly.conceine, 
that notwithftanding il chaſe diftculries, 
ar aighr.be a mcer Juggle, the Gordian 
knot 25 yet:behind, which I will preſens 
t0.0ur Author ro-unty (if he.can axhich 
45 that he wouldbe pleas'd ro tell. me by 
what kind .of Legerdemain theſe men 
could .tmra the waters of the Rivers imts 
blaod, .or af by any (pretty Night .of hand 
ghey<atla makethe Frogs cameupiron = 
ghe YVaters pan the Landoſf Egypt :.andl 


if hoy .cauld, why they wereno fedkar 


che brnging of Lice, fartodmmencncalon 
his ilees 2s cafie.as cither of che ofther 
mo. Heremathinks! fadmine Anchor 
aaflmds; and b=cavic hehas mar ineamye 
iwer zedy, 1 world advile him in cle 
men finely; thircerainly chardeete 
Magicians tleals withthe Devil, by whole 

mc ocy wen tus far in oppoliticn 

ra 
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to Moſes and Aaron, bur that here God 
( without whoſe permiſſion the Devil can 
do nothing) thought good to ſet his 
bounds that he might go no farther. And 


this, *cis probable, made them fay thar - 


the finger of God was in it, becauſe they 


found that power by which they acted , 


reltrain'd by a greater : for if they had 
done theſe things by light of hand, they 
would only have thought that 44oſes and 


. Aaron were more cunning Jugslers than 


themſelves, without acknowledging that 
it was the finger of God rhar did it. Bur 
I find him yer very unwilling to yield, be- 
cauſe, fayes he, whoſoever believes that 
the Devil could turn theſe ſtaves into 
Serpents, aſcribes ro him an omnipotent 
creating power : Bur if this be all he ſticks 
at, I ſhall quickly remove that obſtacle , 
by ſhowing upon how little reaſon it is 
founded ; for firſt lethim conſider the vaſt 
difference which is between creating all 
things of nothing , and changing one 
thing ifito another : for by creating we 
underſtand the giving of the firſt being , 
and making not onely the thing, but the 

matrer 
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matter alſo, of which ic is compos'd. 
Now I ſee nothing of this aſcribed te'the 
Devil by that opinion. Secondly , ler 
him obſerve that many times _ chan- 
ges areſcenin nature, Serpents being bred 
of the corruption of other bodies, even 
of rotten Trees and ſticks : and the De- 
vil having had time enough to ſearch into 
the wayes of Nature , might probably 
follow the ſame ſteps which ſhe treads in 
changes of this kind, though he might go 
faſter, and be ſooner at his journeys end : 
and ſeeing no man has yet atrain'd to that 


 perfeion in Natural Philoſophy, as to 


know the thouſandth part of what may 
be done by natural means, it is but vani= 
ty in any one to meaſure the time which 
is requiſite, for ſuch a production being 
wrought by Supernatural Annes eſpe- 
cially ſeeing no man knows the means by 
which: it is done (for would not that 
man make himſelf extremely rid icufous, 
that ſhould with an ignorant confidence 
affirm that *tis impoſſible to take the Co- 
py of a Book by any means ſooner than by 
writing, becauſe he never knew the _ 
0 


16 The Opinion of 
of Printing > ) Now if he grants that the 
feed of a Serpent is in a ſtick, and thar 
the Devil of this ſeed may produce a 
Serpent (as he ſeems to do) and that 
fooner than they are form'd by Nature, 
for he confeſſes that Devils may ſtrangely 
promote the generation of ſeveral Crea- 
tures, if I ſay this be granted, I may as 
well ſay thac he can do it in a minute. 
For if by his great skill he can find our 
wayes of accelerating generation, why 
"May not he improve thoſe wayes , by the 
preatneſs of his skill ſo far as to do that in 
an hour , which nature does in a year : 
for to ſay, thar in_tegard the Devils do 
theſe things by application. of matter to 
matter, they cannot produce a Creature 
of it's ſeed without ſuch a ſpace of rime 
a5 to us ſeems convenient, is to meaſure 
the Devils knowledge by our own, and 
to fathom the depth of Nature by the 
ſhort line of our underſtandings. Bur I 
fee no neceſſity of believing thar the De- 
vil chang'd thoſe Rods into Serpents , 
tieither do I believe it, bur rather think 
that it was a meer illuſion and deceit of 
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the Devils, who might either deceive 
the lookers on with an appearance of 
what was not really there, or by placin 
true Serpents inſtead of the ftaves. An 
now I would not have this Author take 
me up, and fay thatif I oncerecede from 
the letrer of the Text, - he may as well 
ſay 'tis a Juggle of the Magictans, for I 
have already faid that it 1s not at all con- 
cetvable, chat it was poſſible for the Ma- 
gicians to do it by meer humane Art, in 
regard that when they threw them down, 
they were yet {taves ; bur though we de- 


-ny that it could be done by them, we 


may yer believe that the Devu' has both 
agility, and ſubtilty enough to effect ir, 
Bur if he will, after all chis, believe that 
the Jr might, by flight of hand, 
conveigh away the ſtaves, and lay Ser- 
pents in their places, certainly he cannot 
think that they turn'd the waters into 
blood, and brought up Frogs by light; 
for I cahnot ſee how they could cfrry 
Frags enough about them to ſtrew the 
Land with, neither do I believe the Au- 
thor himſelf can gueſs hoy ir might be 

C done; 


16 The Opinion of 
done, becaufe he filently paſs'd by this 
place of Scriprure. As for the interpre- 
ration which he has given to the Hebrew 
von, by their tricks, ( thinking 
From thence to infer thet they were no 0- 
ther than the tricks of the Magicians , 
chough ſuch an inference 1s of ſmall force, 
it properly ignites by their Inchantments; 
and ſo Fumus and Tremellias, 4rias 
Moitaius, and Pagminus expound it, all 
three in the fame words, /rcantationt- 
bus ſuis, ans in this his expoſition of it he 
differs from moſt, if not all Tranſlatours. 
I am of the {2me opinion with him where 
ke fayes the Scripture. ſpeaks oftentimes 
according to rae deceived apprehenfions 
of men, and I cannot deny but it may be 
ſo in this cxpreſfion of the ſtaves being 
turn'd into Serpents; but that it is ſo, as 
he aftirms, in that of Samuels being 
raiſed when Saw] came to conſult rhe 
Witch of Ezdor, I cannot fay , for the 
Scripture ſaycs not that the Witch raiſed 
Samuel, and that he was ſent by God? is 
not ſo very improbable as he would make 
it: for though God to ſhew his diſpleaſure 
againſt 
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agfinlt Saul, had refuſed to anſwer when 
he- enquired of him , there is no reaſon 
from thence to conclude that he did not 
at this time ſend Samuel to him, ſeeing 
God might do it for many reaſons un- 
known to us : And 'tis probablethar if he 
had at firſt anſwered Sau! (though he 
had received the ſame anſwer as he did 
now from the mouth of Samuel) he had 
not been ſtricken with ſo greata ſence of 
his fin, and of Gods anger againſt him, 
as by being firſt reduced rothe extreamity 
of not knowing what to do; or whither 
ro go for counſel, becauſe God had retu- 
ſed to anſwer him. And to ſay that 'tis 
unlikely that God would anſwer hit 
when he ſought in a forbidden way, 1s 
vain, for weſee that he did the ſame, in 
ſending Elzjab to meet the Meſſengers of 
Abaziab, when they were going to cn- 
quire of Beelzebub, in the firſt Chapter of 
the ſecond book: of the K:7gs. But we 
muſt not look for a reaſon of all Gods 
ations; we find thar many times his 
gtear wiſdom ſees good to do thoſe 
things which to us ſeem very ſtrange, and 
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wnaccountable.- Beſides 'tis no ſmall mo- 
rivero periwade us that it was Semwel , 
chat the Witch cryed out, as at ſome un- 
expected accident, being, it may be, frigh- 
ren'd at the fight of one whom ſhe fo 
little expected : and this, *tis probable , 
made her'ſay that ſhe had-ſeen # God 
coming up trom the Earth , meaning a 
bletied Spirit. As for his Argument 
drawn from Samuels words, why haft thou 
aiſquicted me > That he was not ſent by 
God, ſeeing that could have been no 
trouble ro him, tt is of no force at all, 
for thoſe words were ſpoken to Sas!'s ca- 
pacity, and as being words of courſe, im- 
ting no more than if he had ſaid, why 

aſt thou nor ſuffered my Body to reſt ? 
that is, lye ſtill in the grave : and the 
Hebrew word in this place implyes no 
more than, why haſt thou mov'd me to 
come up : So this phraſe of dead bodies, 
reſting , and being difturbed , is uſual 
with us, though' we know thar they are 
not at all ſenf1ble'of repoſe, or diſquier. 
But if it were not Sawel, 'tis very irra- 
tional 'to believe what it was cither the 
Witch, 
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Witch, or any confederated perfon, for 
two reaſons ; firlt , becauſe jr 1s fatd in 
the Scripture, that Saw! knew thar it was 
Samuel, and he bowed himſelf; for jt is 
not imaginable that any man could fo 
change hus face, as thac Saz/, ( who que- 
ftionlels was well enough acquainted 
with Samuels countenance?) could be de- 
ceiv'd by it : and to think rhat Saw! ſaw 
him not 1s as ridiculous, for then wh 
did he bow himſelf > Secondly, becauſe 
he foretold Saul's Death; for'if, as this 
Author ſuppoles,-it had been ſaid by the 
VWoman at a venture, the more cuantng 
way had been to have told him. that he 
ſhould live, for then if he had died, who 
could have accuſed her of falihood ? If 
he had liv'd ſhe had told the truth : Bur 
ro te] him poſitively thar he (ſhould dye, 
and not only himſelf, but his Sons too, 
and this wich a limitation of time, to 
morrow, was ſamerhing roo much to be 
ſpoken at a venture. 

The ſecond difference: between our 
Tranſlation and the Authors is, where he 
puts a ſeeker of an Oracle, for a Conſul- 
| | C 3 'ter 


22 The Opimon of 
rer with familiar Spirits. Here he tells 
you that the word 2X is taken in-Scrip- 
eure ſometimes for the gift of-Ocacling , 
ſometimes for the perſon that has ſuch a 
gift: thisis as much, and no more, than 
1f he had told you thar he is pleas'd to 
underſtand it ſo; I confeſs as an Ocacler 
may be underftood, thar ts, for one that 
rakes and gives anſwers from the Devil , 
28 IXU, may have that ſignificarion ;; for 
ob properly ſignifies a Demon, or an evil 
Spirit, andſothe beſt Hebrictazs expound 
ir : now this being the true ſence of the 
word ob,” I {ce no reaſon for blaming our 
Tranſlatours ,. who have not ar all erred 
from the Original in this place. But he 
underſtands an Oracler otherwiſe, to wit, 
for one that gave anſwers at a venture , 
and only followed the diates of his own 
fancy, counterfeiting ſtrange voices , 
thereby ro deceive the people, &c. And 
ſo he interprets the Greek TIviGv and 
778c TIvvoG-, but how they came by 
that ſignification I cannot tell, for find 
itno where but in his Book. And from 
the Scripture I think the contrary may be 
TIEN 2 = gathere, 
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oather'd, Viz. That 06 and Python, are 
raken for an evil Spirit that poſſeſs'd the 
perſon Divining, and not for the perſon 
himſelf; wereadin Lewiticus, rhe ewen- 
tieth Chapter, and the twenty ſeventh 
verſe, and a Man ora VWoman nm'2 


IS EM wheai there is in them a Pythor, 


which words {in them] ſeem ro 1mply 
{omething of this Nature, and thar the 
ob was ſome diſtin& beivg from the per. 
fon in whom it was, for he could nor be 
in himſelf. And we find in ſome old 
Tranſlations , where mention is made. of. 
Sasl's turning the Witches out of 1ſrael, 
Tis ſaid , Et qut Pythones habebant in ven- 
tre. Bur whoſoever reads the ſixteenth 
Chapter of the As of the Holy Apo- 
ſtles, will be fully confirm'd that this is 
the meaning of TIvwvua TvtoG-, except 
he himſelf be poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of 
contradiction, for he there fhall find. 
that as St. Paul was walking he met a 
Maid , *x5%« TTviCue TIvwog- having a 
Spirit of Divination ( as our Tranſlation 
rendersit) and in the ejghteenth verſe, 
Paul turning himſelf 76 r Ta ere, he 
C 4 ſaid 
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{aid tothe Spirit, I command thee inthe 
name of Jeſus Chriſt to come out of her, 
and it came out that ſame hour. This 
methinks ſhews plainly to any body bur 
our Author, that this kind of Divining 
was done by the help of the Devil. Bur 
it may be he will ſay ( for I know no 0- 
wer way that hecan anſwer ir) that ſhe 
did but deceive the people by counter- 
Feiting ſtrange voices, and ſpeaking in 2 
bottſ©, or ſome ſuch Juggle , ms, that 
where St. Pas] bid the Spirir come out 
of her, it 15s to be underſtood, that he 
= her Juggling tricks come out of 
Ier.. - 

But to thoſe that rightly conſider 
this place , it will plainly appear that 
this Tivpe TIWoG- was no other than a 
Devil; and this being true, I ſee no rea- 
fon to deny that the Witch of Enaor was 
poflefſed with the ſame Spirit ; or thar 
the Pythons of Manaſſes were Familiar 
Spirits. Thus I have almoſt done with 
his firſt Chapter. But I cannot paſs by 
one argument which he uſes, without ta- 
king notice of it ; for I cannot tell, ſayes 

; | he, 
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he, how Watches come in here, no, nar 
how Devils neither, except you believe 
that the Devils made anſwer at Heachen 
Oracles, which it you do, I muſt crave 
leave to diflent; truly no man can deny 
him this leave, and he may difſent when 
he pleaſes, bur I do not conceive my ſelf 
obliged ro follow his example; for it 
they were, as he ſuppoſes, - onely Jugling 
tricks of the Prieſts, I cannot imagine 
how it came to paſs that they ccasd fo. 
ſuddenly afrer our Saviours time: bog | 
ning ſenſibly to fall away at the time Þf his 
Birth, and ſince his Death being wholly 
extinguiſh'd, For the firſt, we find ſome- 


| thing conſiderable in Sw:das, who writes 


that Auguſtus,” who liv'd at the time of 
our Saviours Birth, as he enquired of an 
Oracle concerning his Succeffour , had 
this anſwer given him, 
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In Engliſh | 


Of Hebrew race,whom the bleſt Gods obey, 
Bids me go hence to Hell without delay, 
In fence from our Altars gothyway, 


Hereupon Auguſtus at his return com- 


manded that an Altar ſhould be buile in 


the Capitol, with this inſcription, H «£ C 


EST ara primogentti Dei, Now if this 


ſtory may be credited, ir makes very 
much for the opinion of the Devils an- 
{wering at the heathen Oracles, and this 
anſwer is not ar all like the fancy of a 
Juggling Prieſt, it being neither for the 
Prieſts Intereſt, nor the credit of the O- 
racle, Thus we ſee how ſoon they began 
to decay upon our Saviours coming : and 
| WC 
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we find another ſtory to this Ree, 
which happen'd at the time of his Cruci- 
fixion, in Plutarchs Morals , that part 
which is inticuled Tigi T&v MnomoTay 
XevsneiGv, why Oracleyg arc ceaſed, where 
he ſayes, that a certain company ſailing 
from Greece towards /taly, were ſudden- 
ly becalmed , and heard a voice callin 

one Thamus, who was an Egyptian, an 


-at that time in the Ship ; but he being 


called twice gave ro anſiver, bur ar 
the third time he faid heream I ; where- 
upon the voice bid him, when he came 
at the ( Sheluts inghc To921an Seas which 
are called ) Palodes, to publith that the 
great God Pan was dead ;, then the Shi 
going forward,he did as he was comman- 
ded; for coining to the Palodes, he publiſh'd* 
it from the Poop of the Ship ; after which: 
immediately followed a great noiſe of- 
many ſhrecking and lamenting together. 
This being told to 7:6ertus rhe Eggggrour, 
he enquired of the wiſe men of his Em-+ 
= who this great God Paz ſhould be, 
ut they could give him no better anſwer, 
than that he was the Son of Zercury and 
Penelope. 
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Penelope. But the circumſtances being con- 
fidered, 1t was thought by the ne” 2 fort 
to be our blefſed Saviour, this happening 
juſt ar thar time when he dyed upon the 
Croſs; the Devils making this great la- 
mentation, for that they were from char 
time to quit thoſe Oracles by which they 
had ſo long deceiv'd the World. Bur 
however it was, we arecertain that from 
that time they began to decay extremely, 
 andin a ſhorttime came to nothing ; and 
the famous Oracle of Delphos was filent 
in Jevenal's time, as we may ſee by that 
expreſſion of his, Delghz.Oracula ceſſant : 
This their general ſilence is no ſmall Ar- 
ment that there was ſomething more is 
them than out Author ſuppoſes ; for it 
they had been no more than ſuch deceits 
as he ſpeaks of, I ſce no reaſon why they 
might not have been acted as weil {tnce 
our Saviours time as before, for we do 
not find that men are debarred the liberty 
of cheating, or that they are leſs cunning 
now than they were then. Buc it 1s 
'robable that God would not ſuffer vhe 
Jevil to ſtand in ſuch open oppoſition - 
| is 
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his Sons Kingdom, and to carry on the 
intereſt of the Kingdom of darkneſs, where 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs was riſen,and the 

light of che Goſpel was made manifeſt. 
Now by the Title of his ſecond rg 4 
ter he would make you believe that he 
there proves, that the Opinion of Witch= 
es had its beginning from the Heathen 
fables, bur when you come to the Chap- 
rer itſelf, chere is no ſuch thing 3 indeed 
he tells you aſtory of one Lamia, whoſe 
Children were killed by F#zo, and that 
ſhe out of ſpight uſed to kill thoſe of other 
Women, = that from thence Witches 
( being called Lamie ) had their Original : 
thus, a man who had never ſeen a Swan, 
might _ apainſt their being, and = 
that the fancy of Swans had it's firſt riſe 
from Ovid's Metamorphoſis, becauſe he 
there ſpeaks of one Cyerws, who was 
chang'd into the firſt Bird of that name. 
But the weakneſs of this Argument is fo 
obvious, that it ſtands not in need of a 
confutation : then he tels you how far rhe 
folly of men ( as he calls it ) has procee- 
ded in their belicf cougerning the —_ 
0 
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of Witches, as if, ſays he, they could 
transform Men and Women into Beaſts, 
as if they could deftroy rhe fruias 
of the Earth ; and the fruit of the 
Womb, 8c. I am of opinion that the 
molt rational aflerrors of Witchcraft are 
as far from believing that the practiſers 
of it can change the bodies of Men and 
Women into thoſe of Beaſts, as he is, 
though the common people thar ſearch no 
farther than the outward ſenſes can diſ- 
cover, may believe it, But I fee no rea- 
fon why we ſhould not allow che Devil 
4 little more cunning than Pharaoh's Ma- 
 gicians, for he grants that they by meer 
tittrane Art could fo far deceive the 
tours, as to make them believe 
thar their Staves were turned into Ser- 
pents; and I think the Devil may go far 
Gayond them in the Art of Juggling, as 
to do the ſame with the bodies of Men 
2nd Women : Beſides, the Devil has 
thoſe advantages which they had nor, for 
being a Spirir, he can take co himſelf a 
body of what form he pleaſes, which he 
may afterwards transform to any other 
thape ; 
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ſhape ; ſo that when we think we ſee the 


body of a Witch transformed, it maybe 


only the Vehicle of the Devil in her like- _ 


neſs. And tharhe can deſtroy the fruits 
of rhe Earth, or of the VVomb, and en- 
able or diſenable in matters venerial , 
ſcems not at all hard to be believ'd, ſeeing 
humane Art can reach fo far : as for his 
raiſing of Winds and Tempeſts, we 
need no other Argument than that exam- 
ple we have 1n the firſt Chapter of Fob, 
ro convinee usof ir : Befides, thar he is 
called in Scripture the Prince of the Air, 
is ſomething conſiderable to this purpoſe z 
and *tis probable thar he may as ecafily 
cauſe Lightnings and Thunder, as he 
could bring down fire in ſuch abundance 
upon Fob's Servants and Cartel, as 'to 
conſume them : now when we find in 
Scripture , that Winds and Tempelts 
have been rais'd by him, 1 think it is # 
ſufficient warrant for us to believe that he 
can do it, Then he tells you that exam- 
ples of this prodigious power are ſcatter'd 
up and down the Roman Poets, and 
quotes you two whole ſides our of Oved, 

Virgil, 


32 The Opinion of 
Virgil, Horace, Tibullus, Propertius , 
and Lucan, and alas, all this ſtir to very 
lictle ( or to ſpeak more truly, to no ) 
rpofe; bur onely to thew that theſe 
Poers did fpeak of thoſe things, and that 
indeed he has very clearly demonſtrated: 
But I will nor fo much as ſuppoſe that he 
meantfrom hence to conclude that nothing 
of this Nature is true, for then I might 
think cher he would ſay, the VW8rld had 
no beginning, becauſe Ovid writes of it. 
But fayes he, the ingenious Poets them- 
ſelves, nor the wiſer ſorr of Heathens , 
did nor believe theſe things; and whar 
then? I hope he will nor ſay that we 
muſt believe no more than the wiſer ſort 
of Heathens did ; for if he does ( to uſe 
his own words) I mult crave leave to 
differnt, He fays be could inſtance in ma- 
ny more of the Ancients ( and all, I be- 
lieve, to as much purpoſe as theſe. ) Bur 
| he will conchude with Nero the Empe- 
roar, who having ſtudied the Art of Ma- 
gick, did art Jaſt deſpiſe it as vain, and 
promiſing more than it can perform. But 
what /is this to the purpoſe, for it is no 
| Arga- 
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Argument to ſay, Nero could not be a 
Weirch , Ergo, there are no Witches 
it may be the Devil thought Nero ſure e- 
nough without a contract, and 'tis likely 
that he will not engage himſelf in ſuch 
_— when it is no advantage to him, 

1des ,. the Devil will not appear to 
Atheiſts, for fear of undeceiving them , 
and it. may be he took this courſe to con- 
firm Nero in thebelief that there was nei- 
ther God nor Devils; and it may be that 
if he had made a contra&t with Nero , 
he would have required more at his hands 
than our VVitches do, or then he was a-. 
ble ro perform; for. his ambitious mind 
conld not have contented it ſelf wich ſach 
petty. practices as theirs are; for he had. 
already wherewithall to ſarisfie himſelf. 
1a ehe enjoyment of VVorldly pleaſures ,, 
and he ſtood not in need of the Devils. 
help or any trieks of Witchcraft ro wreak, 
his fury upon.. thoſe that had offended: 
him : But the Devil uſually-rakes advan- 
tage of poor filly wretches, over-ruled 
by malice and defire of revenge , and 
wanting means to execute their RO 

21515 
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deſigns, whom if he can fatisfie in this 
\ particular , and in the accompliſhing of 
eheir inordinate luſts and pleaſures, they 
ain no farther, But I need nor infitt 
upon this ; it is cnoughto ſay, that his 
not being a Witch, 1s no Argument a- 
=_ the being. of Witches: in gene- 
ral. FH 

His third Chapter is nothing but the 
ſtory of the firſt ſetting up of the inquiſitt» 


on , and of their proceedings ; where he: 


tells you what a great number of Witches 
were then diſcover'd, 'and ſuppoſes them 
ro have been all- innocent, having their 
confetlions extorted from them by extre» 
mity of torment : truly I cannot ſay any 
thing to the-contrary , but weak ſpirits 
may by torture be brought to confeſs any 
thing ; and I verily believe that many 1n- 
* niocent perſons ſuffered by this cruel way 
of proceeding , as well as thoſe which 
were guilty z' but I cannot from thence 
conclude that-none were guilty , either 
there or any where elſe, ho more than I 
can lay thar becauſe many at Amoyna 


were forced by torture roconfeſs that they 
w— Er _— 
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had conſpired againſt the Governaur , 


- thereare no Trayters in the World; ſo 


that I think I may paſs by this Chapter, 
and come to the fourth , which by the 
Title ſeems more conſiderable ; for that 
tells you that there are Arguments to 
prove that there is no ſuch thing as' a 
Witch in Scripture, as alſo to prove that 
_ 1s no fach thing as a Witch ar 
all. 
Now becauſe he has yer ſaid nothing 
towards it, I ſuppoſe he has reſerved his 
reateſt ſtrength for this Chapter ; ſo 
that if I can come off here without harm, 


| Tfhall think my buſineſs done ; wherefore 


it will not be amiſs to take theſe Argu-- 
ments anto conſideration. . 

The firſt, ſays he, (hall be taken from 
the difference which is between our vul- 
garly reputed Witches , and thoſe which 
eur Tranſlatours of the Bible call ſo; for 
who be they , but che Kings , = 2 
and Princes of this World > Whereas 
now adayes, they are poor , filly, and 
contemptible perſons. - Now let any ra- 
tional perſon judge if thEre be any force in 

D 2 this 
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this Argument : for ſuppoſing this to be 
true , there will follow nothing from 
hence to his purpoſe ; for his Argument 
rightly conſidered ſounds thus, | 


. Our Tranſlatours of the Bible call none 
*. bur Kings , Queens, and Princes, 
Witch 25 | 
. Our Witches now adayes are poor, 
contemptible perſons. 
Ergo, there is no ſuch thing as a Witch 
--4n Scripture, + £ . 


This is a ſtrange ſort of Argument to 
be brought by a ml man Slip 
rather in need of pity. than an-anſwer :. 
yet to ſatisfie him L will ſay thus much ;; 
that he ought to conſider that the Scrip- 
rure mentions the VWitchcrafts of Kings 
and Queens,as being the more conſidera- 
ble,andſuch as concern'd all 1ſrael in gene-+ 
ral; andalſo,” that in writing their lives, 
theſe practices of theirs.could not be omit-- 
ted:Now it was not at all requilite that the 
_ Scripture thould ſpeak of every old VWo-- 

mn in /ſ-ael, that was a Witch, ſince it 
_ LE, Was 
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was nothing pertinent tothe ſtory : this L 
ſay mich fv to anſwer him, ſuppoſing 
his affercion to be true, that the Scripture- 
makes mention of no other Witches but 
Kings and Queens 3 but that is.nor ap- 
parent 3 for where the ſtory required tt z 
we find that the Scripture does rake no- 
tice of meaner perſons that practiſed this 
Art, as in char paſſage of the Witch .of 
Endor ; as allo where ir is ſaid that Saul 
turn'd them all out of. 1ſrael,: for we can- 
not ſuppoſe that he rurn'd.our ſo many 
Kings. and Queens ; but we may eaſily 
thick chat many of chem. were poor con 
remptible perſons , as well as ſome of 
Ln, OI ET IRONTS 8-4 L_ 
". Bug ſeeing there is nathing in this Ar= 
gumetiir:to ſtop me, I will paſs to the ſe- 
cond, which is drawn from the Sadduces; 
who denyed Spirits, .and the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, .yet had the five Books of 
Hoſes in 'grear eſteem amohg them z 
wherefore, ſayes he, either they did nor 
underſtand - Hebrew, 'or the notion. of 
A To does nor appear in —_— 
This Argument is as-weak as tae other ,. 
"7 "TIE 
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for if he means that there is no mention 
of Spirits in Scripture, 'the contrary is 
eaſily proved, what ever the Sadduces 
thought; and it is very manifeſt from ma- 
ny = ck of Scripture that there were 
both good and evil Spirits : in the nine- 
zeenth Chapter of Gereſis,- and the firſt 
verſe, it is ſaid that ewo Angels came to 
Sodom ; 1o inthe thitry ſecond Chapter, 
and the firſt verſe, Facob went on his 
way, and the Angels of God merhim ; 
fo we read that Facod, in his dream, ſaw 
a Ladder thar reacht from Earth to Hea- 
ven, and the Angels of God aſcending 
and deſcending on it : many other places 
there are where mention 1s made of the 
Angels of God : Now inthe ſeventeenth 
of Leviticus, and the ſeventh verſe, it is 
ſaid, and they (hall no more offer their 
Sacrifices unto Devils ; and in the thirty 
fecond of Deuteronomy , and the ſeven- 
teenth , they Sactificed to Devils , not 
unto God; and other examples of this 
kind might be produced; yet by his Ar- 
gumenr nothing of all this ſhould be found 
- in Scripture, Now if he once yields ( » 
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he tmuſt do.) that the notion of a Devil 
appears in Scripture, for whar end ſerves 
his Argument drawn from the Sadduces, 
but to thew that they were in an errour, 
and -mis-underſtood the Bible : But I 
cannot be convinced that the Sadduces de- 
nied the being of Spirits in'general , 
though we read that they deny'd the Re- 
ſurreation, or that there vas either An- 
gel or Spirit, for that has reference only 
to the Spirits of Dead men ; for if they 
had dented all Spiritsand Angels, 'tis not 
likely that our Saviour would havetold 
thetn, as he did, that men in the Refur- 
recion ſhould be as the Angels of God , 
for what would ſuch a: compariſon have 
ſignified to thoſe who denied that there 
were ſich things as Angels. Now it we 
believe that they acknowledged any Spi- 
rits; whence can we Uraw an Argument 
to prove that they denyed the being of 
Devils. - Bur whatever the opinion of 
the Sadduces . was, we are not to be go- 
verned by their Judgment, in deciding 
whether or no the norton of a VVitch ap- 
pears in Scripture, but by our own ; net- 
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ther have we any great reaſon to rely up« 
-ontheir underſtanding of the Scriptures , 
though this Author ſayes much -for it ; 
ſeeing our Saviour tells them that they 
erred, not knowing the Scriptures, Now 
-for his third and laſt Argument, which is 
-taken from the different practices of thoſe 
whom our Tranſlatours call Vitches,and 
-choſe-which. are vulgarly ſuppoſed to be 
'ſog for: ſayes he, our modern Witches 
practiſe an occult and ſecrer Art, and 'tis 
ow Art to diſcover them , by ſeveral 
ſtrange ſigns and horrid tortures 3 but the 
others practis'd whar they did openly and 
in the face of: the VVorld ; I have thisto 
anſwer, that he is extremely deceiv'd in 
this point, for that the Witch of Eder 
practis'd openly, is not to be imagined, 
ſeeing ſhe was ſo cautious when Sal 
came to her, chat (he durſt not do any 
thing till he had ſworn to her cliar ſhe 
ſhould have no harm, but asked him why 


he laid a ſnare forher Life, - And ſince 


che Law was ſo. ſtrift againſt them, as 
itis in the twentieth of Leviticus , and 
the twenty ſeventh verſe , © where it is 

- faid, 


ww 
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ſaid » 4 Man or a. Woman that, bath 
Familiar Spirit thou ſhalt not ſuffer i» 
lrye., butſhalt fone him with ſtones, his 
blood ſhall be upon him ( I ſay where 
ſuch a Law was in force ) jt js not likely 
thee this Arr was-praRiiſed openly, and 
in-the face of the World, as he fſayes, 
but that they were as private As ors 27e 3 
but , fayes he, if they were ſo, how 
impoſlible was jt for Sas! to turn them all 
our of 1frael > "Tis true indeed, it was 
impoſſible for him, neither did he, fox 
the Witch of Ender was yet there ; 2nd 


if one remained, there might be as well 


2 hundred, or a thouſand, notwithſlen- 
ding his objeRion of the firſt of Sampel, 
and twenty cighth Chapter, where we 
read that Sau! had pur away thoſe thay 
had Familiar Spirits. aur of the Land , 


. which muſt of neceſſity be underſtood ; 


thar he put the Law in Execution again 


them, purcing all choſe | £8] deach which 


were diſcovered , ſo thar they durſt noy 
practiſe openly and fo he might well 
be faid ro pur them-our of the Land , 
though there were hypdreds yes remains 


== 
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ing , which practiſed ſecretly and by 
tealcb, becauſe he uſed all poſſible means 
for the rooting them out of 1ſrael ; nei- 
cher can he certainly ſay that Manaſſes 
practifed this Art openly, for the Scrip- 
rure onely ſayes that he pſed: Inchant- 
ments, and Divinations; and dealt wich 
Familiar Spirirs, which he might do pri- 
vately, though he was a King : yer I can 
eaſily grant that when both King and ped- 
ple were wholly given up to Idolatry , 
and all other wickedneſs, any thing might 
be practiſed openly ; wherefore thar hin- 
' ders not bur it might be the ſame Arr 
which our Witches uſe now  adayes , 
though practiſed in a different manner. 
Thus I have done with his Arguments : 
by which he endeavoured to prove that 


there is no ſuch thing as a Witch in 


Scripture, and am now come to thoſe by 


which he undertakes to prove rhat there 


is no ſuch thing as a Witckat all. - 

To his firſt I perceive I ſhall nor need 
ro {ay much , ir being onely* this; rhar 
ſeeing there is no ſuch thing in Scripture, 
ic follows there is no fach thing ar all : 

therefore 
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therefore I (hall onely ſay, thar ſeeing the 
force: of this Argument depends wholly 
upon thoſe which went before, they be- 
ing already anſwered ,this may keep them 
company, Now he obje&s, that the 
Law of Moſes being ſo firi& againſt bes 
ſtial and inceſtuous Concubinage, it 
would,ſeem very ſtrange, the Opinion of 
Witches being true, that it ſhould not fs 
much as mention Diabolical. To this I 
anſwer, thar it is not at all ſtrange tha ir 
ſhould not mention parricularities, when 
the whole Art is forbidden upon pain of 
Death ; for in that Law [thou ſhalr nor 
ſuffer a Witch to live; ] this and all other 
their wicked Actions, were included. 
So thar, wherher it was Diabolical Copu- 
lation , of killing of Men or Beaſts 

Witchcrafts, or any orher Action of this 
Nature, all was puniſh'd when che 
Witch was ſton'd to death. His ſecond 


| Argument is taken from the miſerable 


poverty of our vulgarly reputed Witchesg 
for, ſayes he, 1 am = willing to believe 
that they have ſuch a power with the De- 
vil, as to make him do wonderful things 

ar 
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at their command , when they cannot 
command him. to ferch them money, &c. 
To this I anſwer, *thar certainly the Devil 
deludes theſe people with the enjoyment 
of all ſorts of pleaſures which they delire, 
if. not 1n reality, ar leaſt in the imagina- 


tion, which is all one to them, as it they | 


were real. Now riches not being deft- 
rable for themſelves alone, but onely as 


they conduce to a pleaſant life, if - they - 


can obtain this without them, I ſee no 
reaſon why they ſhould command the 
Devil to ferch them money-: Belides, as 
they arc people of a baſe Ki cegenerne 
fpirir, having fio aim bug-Walice and re- 
venge, and the ſatisfying of their beaſtly 
ſutts, and coming as near as is poſſible 
to the Nature of the Devils themſelves, 
ſuch a ſordid way of living may be more 
fuirable ro their remper; as alſo they may 
our of policy chooſe ſuch an. obſcure and 
contemptible life ro avoid ſuſpition, and 
that they might have the greater freedom 
to praQiſe their wicked Arts, their Acti- 
ons not being ſo.much pryed into, as thoſe 
of niore conſiderable perſons, Theſe 

reaſons 
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reaſons may ſuffice, though many more 
might be given for the removing of. this 
objeRtion. In the third «place he ſayes , 
char the opinion of Witchcraft is atten- 
ded either wich irrationality or implety , 
for that it is irrational to think that the De- 


vil being ſo full of malice, and breathin 


nothing but miſchief againſt men, ſhoulc 
ſuffer any man to live, when he can fo 


j eaſily kill us at the command of a Witch; 


To this I ſay,that the Devil cannot go be- 
yond his Commiſſhon , and that it is in 
Gods power to ſtop the courſe of the 
Devils malice, when, and where he plea 
ſes. Beſides, 'tis very probable , that 
the Laws by which the Devils are gover- 
ned, do not allow 'them that freedom ; 
for by that means the intereſt sf the dark 
Kingdom wonld not be carried on, ſ{ceing 
it is the ruine of the Souls of men, nor 
the deſtruQion of their Bodies, by which 
it is eſtabliſhed, ' So that cunning and flye 
remptations are more advantagtous to 
this end, than open violence ; j- if the 
Devil ſhould take this courſe to wreak 
his malice upon men, they would be 

- more 
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more ſenſible of his miſchievous practices; 
and finding themſelves roo weak to make 
reſiſtance, ir might be a means to draw 
them from their evil courſes, and make 
them run to God for ſuccour. This I 
ſay may be ſuppos'd, and it is enough to 
clear this opinion of irrationality, it we 
can gueſs ar a reaſon why the Devil would 
not rake this courſe, though he had his 
liberty of hurting whom he pleas'd ; bur 
tr is certain thar neither Devils nor 
Witches can hurt us withont Gods per- 
miſſion. Bur I ſee no ſuch- impiety in 
ſaying that God does many times permir 
ſuch Actions (as the Author ſeems. ro 
ehink there 1s, ) for then it were as impi- 
ous to ſay that God ſuffers us to be temp- 
tedto fin;yet weare certain that the Devil 
cannot do it without his permiſſion ; as 
appears by that expreſſion of St, Paz, 
He will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above what you are able, 8&c, So if we 
acknowledge that God is omnipotent, we 
muſt confeſs that no wickedneſs could be 
done 1n the VWorld without his permiſh- 
on, feeing it is in his power to prevent 
it ; 
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ir; and there is no implery in affirming 
that though God of his great mercy may 
preſerve any man from falling into fin , 
yer he is not bound to doit, neicher does 
he, as we lee by daily experience; and 
if we once grant that he ſuffers men to ſin, 
where lyes the 1npicty of ſaying that he 
permirs Vitchcraft? If we do not de- 
ny that God ſuffers one man ro murther 


anorlſer, why ſhould we not; withour 


impiery , confeſs that he ſuffers Witches 
to do the ſame thing > Certainly no rca- 
ſon can be given why it (howld be more 
impious to-ſay that he permits one fin , 
then another ; and if not, I ſee none , 
why thts opinian ſhould be charged with 
cither irrationaliry or 1mpiety. 

His.laſt objection ts as malicious as it is 
frivolous; for, ſayes he, the opinion ot 
Witchcraft being erue,no man can be able 
by the light of reaſon to know if Chrilt 
were a Witch or no. Bur if he had confide- 
red the difference bexween the miracles 
wrought by the Holy Jeſus,and the Impo- 
tures of Witches;it he had conſ{tdered the 
different ends to which they rend,if 8e _ 

| | _ F 
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had ary regard to the life and-converſati- 
6ti 6f otitr Blefſed Saviour, and that of 
a Incpottor, the holineſs of the one, and 
the wickedneſs of the other, if he had 
weigh'd the words of our Saviour, Tow 
ſhall know the Tree by it's fruit 5 can one 
gather Grapes of Thornes , or Figgs of 
Thifiles * he might have ſpared this Ob- 
jectiot, 

Who ever believed, of all the rational 
afſettors of V'Vitchcrafr , that an Impo- 
ſtor could infallibly cure all diſeaſes by & 
Word of his mouth , or &4 touch of his 


hand ? Thar he could raiſe the dead to 
life, after they had been fo long buried. 


f5 to ſtink in their Graves? - Thar he could 


feed five thouſand with five loaves and- 


two fiſhes ; that he could cauſe the Earth 
to tremble, and: the Sun to be darkened 


ft his death 2 The graves of dead men ro 
be opened, and their Bodies to ariſe to 
fccottipany him at his ReſurreRion; final- 


ly, that he could raiſe himſelf after three 
gayes burial, and converſe for ſome days 


With ten, and at laſt ploriouſly to aſcend 


up to Heaven in the fight of ſeveral wit- 
hefles . Methinks 
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Methinks the manner of our Saviours 
Birth is enough to fatisfie us in this par- 
ticular , that he was born of a Virgin, 
that a glorious Star appeared over the 
place of his birth, that a company of 
Heavenly Angels were ſent to proclaim ir, 
as tidings of joy to the whole VVarld ; 
and that the wiſe men being led by his 
Star, which they had ſeen. in the Ealt , 
came fo far to worſhip him, and bring 
him preſentss Much more might be ſaid 
to ſhew the great difference berween 
them; but I think it is ſo viſible to thoſe 
who have read the life of our Saviour in 
the four Evangeliſts, that I ſhall not need 
to infiſt upon it; I will onely add,thar the 
ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition, the ſincerit 
of his DodGrine, the holineſs of his life 
and converſation, his tranſcendent know- 
kedpe, his zeal for the glory of God , 
wr the Salvation of men, are infallible 
Teſtimonies to prove that he was no Im- 
ge : So that, if whatever has been 
y the common people. aſcribed to 
Witches , which ſeems miraculous , 
were really true, and thar they had _ 
E all, 
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all, or more than has ever been believ'd 
of them ; yer ſhould we have no reafon 
to doubt of our 3lefled Saviours Divini- 
ey; and his faith that thinks ſs, is but 
weakly grounded, and in danger of being 
ſhaken by every ſtrange Attion,, whic 
is beyond the reach of his underſtanding. 
Our Saviour himſelf has told us that talle 
Chriſts ſhall come, with ſigns-and wott- 
ders able ro deceive, if it wete Pollible, 
the very Ele&, wl ich 1s enough to coti- 
vince us, notwithſtanding rhis Authors 
objetion, thar ſuch miraculous Adtiohs 
may be performed without a Divine cotti- 
miſſion , as may ctrty with them a great 
ſhew of Divine power ; but he is in's 
deplorable condirion that from thence 
concludes thar Chriſt Jeſus might be an 
Impoſtor. Thus T have done with his ob-= 
jetions; after which he tells you his opt- 
ntor of the Nature and power of Devils; 
I telieve, ſayes he, thar the Devils are 
atrial Creatures, and though they have 
more Skill , ſtrength, and avflity thai 
men, yerthey a& as. men do by applying 
Natural Agents and Patients, one iron 
other, 
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other, in this ſiblunary V Vorld ; but as 
for the V Vorld ztherial, or ccele(tial, I 
ſuppole they have no power there, bur 
conſequently that the wind bloweth when 
and where it liſteth ; and rhat the feaſons 
of the year are heicher promoted nor 
hindred by them, or the fruits of the 
Earch : To this þ anſwer, that I chink ir 
is apparent our of the firſt Chapter of Fog, 
that the Devil may raiſe winds and Tem- 
peſts; bur I am of his opinion, that he 
cannor Promote or hinder the ſeaſons of 
the year, or alcer the courſe of the Stars. 
and Planets ; as for the laſt, rouching the 
fruits of the Earch, he himſelf has ſaid 
enough againlt it, in the eleventh page of 
his Book, where he ſayes that men by 
their well ordering the ſeeds of Plants 
may ſtrangely promote the generation of 
fuch Plants, and the v—_ of their 
Fruits ; therefore he adds, the Devils be- 
ing more $kilful than men may ſtrangely 
promote the generation of ſeveral Crea- 
tures. Thus having anſwered himſelf, 
| he has ſav'd me the labour; and1 ſee very 


littke,or no reaſon that he has, to tax rhe. 
E 2 aſfirmers 
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affirmers of Vitchcrafe, with approach- 
ing to the opinion of the Perſians, of two 
great principles of good and evil, both 
Almighty ; forby the opinion of Witch- 
craft, nothing of omnipotency 1s aſcri- 
bed to the Devil, as he ſuppoſes; and 
by this ſaying, he ſeems not to under- 
ſtand what is meant by omnipotency ; for 
any one Acton , how ſtrange ſoever it 
ſeems to-us, cannot be an Argument to 
prove an omnipotency inthe doer; fo to: 
ſay,itthe Devil can raiſea windghe mult be 
omniporent, 15 ridiculous, as much as if 
he ſaid, 1 can blow with a pair of Bel- 
lows, Erg0, Iam omnipotent ; I can do 
one thing, Ergo, I can do all things : if 
the Dev1l raiſes a wind, he does but A&t 
upon natural Bodies, and by natural 
means, which requires nothing of omni- 
p>tency.. Soif he caufes Thunders, or 
Lightnings, or if he changes one Body 
1.ro another, he has ſtill matter to work 
upon, and ſo long we may ſuppoſe any 
thing to be done without omnipotency, 
þ 'cauſe we know not how far the Laws 
of Najure arc lntended, wy 

| Now 
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Now 'for what he quotes out of the 
Ancyras council, it is not_ much to be re- 
| garded, for ir ſeems not to have been in- 
rended againſt the opinion of Witches 
in general; ' but to ſhew the folly of thoſe 
Witches which believ'd-rhe- illuftons- of 
the Devil to be- realities, and profefſed 
that in the night time chey converted with 
Diana, or-fome other:heathen god, or 
goddeſs : for ' rhey feared left by this <. 
their folly' the common people might be 
led ro the old+-errour-'of - the hearhens, 
13 -believing a pluralicy 'of gods : 'rhis 
ſeems very plain-from the words of the 
Council ; - QCuod quedam ſcele- 
rate multeres retro poſt ſathanam converſe , 
demonum t[luſjontbus , &. phantasmatibus 
ſedufte, ſenoturms horis tum Diana Paga- 
aorum Dea; Fc. ſuper quasdam beſttas e= 
quitarez and a little after,. »am 1nnumera 
multituda bac falſa opintone decepta, bec 
weraeſſe credit, & credendo,' a veRa fide de- 
wviat, & tn errorem' paganorum devoluitur, 
cum aliquid numints, aut divimtatis extra 
unum-Deum arbitratur. | 
_ Now that Witches are deluded by the 
| E 3 Devil, 
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Devil, and made co believe thoſe things 
which are many times falle, is not to be 
queſtion'd ; but it does not follow, be- 
canſe they aredeluded , that tuey are no 
Witches; neither can | find o.,c tentence 
in all this decree to prove it: 'tis true, 
they have endeavoured to thew that theſe 


nocurnal plcatures and recreations are' 


onely imaginary, and delulions of the 
Dev1l, and this ſeems to be the ſcope of 
the whole decree : and the other decree, 
w——— S1quis credit quod Diabolus al:>quane 
do creaturas th Mynado facerit, et tonitrua , 
et fulgara, &c. ſua aftboritate fecerit , 
fient drxit Priſctllianus, "anathema fit ; Tt 
- was made againſt that errour of Friſcillie 
02 , that the Devil has a power inthe 
things of this. World , equal tothar of 
God, and can do theſe things at his own 
will and pleaſure; wherefore theſe words, 
_ Sua autboritate, axe. put. in 3 bur it does 
not at all deny tharhe can do«hoſe things 
with Gods permiſſion; and if it had, 
I think the authority is not fo-great, -bur 
that of the Scripture is to.be.preterred be- 
torc ir, As for that which wo 
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that the Devil did no more in the caſe of 
Fob, than Elyav, or any mortal man 
may do. when he receives a commiſſhon 
from God, I rkink the contrary may be 
gathered from the Scripture, I mean , 
that ig was wholly dathans doing, having 
only obtain'd leave from God , for, 
God aid to him , all! that he has is 
iz thy power ; and the ſame expreilion is 
2g3in uſed in the ſecond Chapter, and 


the ſixth verſe; Behold, be 1s tu thy pow= | F 


& ; by which expreſſions we may gather, 
thax God leftic ro him, and acted nothing 
of ichimſclf; and ir immediarcly follows, 
Sathan went out from the pr ſeuce of the 
Lord, and ſmote Job with fore Loyls from 
the head to the foot ; it is nor ſaid, the 
Lord ſmore him ; now 1& this "laſt was 
, done by the Devil, why not all the reſt > 
Beſides ,..if God had bcen the Actor, 
che limitation, o-ely xpos hbimſeif ftreich 
zot forth thize hand, had been alcogether 
needleſs. Thus 1 have done with his 
fourth Chapter, and am come to his fifth, 
which he inticles, An anſwer to their 
Arguments which endeavour to prove , 
| k 4 thar 
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thar rherc are VViteches, where I find the 
Arguments -which he produces againſt 
himſelf, to be theſe : firſt, that Drums 
and:Trumpets have been heard when net- 
cher Drummer nor Trumpeter was near. 
Secondly , that the perſons tormented 
have fallen ihto their fits upon the fight 
of the ſuſpected VVitches. Thirdly,thar 
immcdtately upon the threatning, or cur- 
fing of this or that: perſon, ſuch an acci- 


dent has happened to the parry threatned 
or curſed. And laſtly, that the VVitch- 


es themſelves have confelled ir, The 


firſt he yields ro' be true, being unwilling 
(as he fayes) rogainlay the authority of 
{d many in the world, who affirm ir to be 
ſo, bur he denys that from hence the be- 
ing of VVirches may be proved : it is 
eaſily chought this Author would not raiſe 
a Devil which he could not lay again ; and 
zhac- of fp many” Arguments as may be 
breught too for the proof of V Vitches, 
he would only make choice of ſuch as he 
ccn1d anſwer, or at leaſt would ſo order 
thc matter, as to [leave out the moſt ma- 
ecrial circnm{Mtfices, thereby to _ 
; tic 
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the Argument invalid; for it is true ( as 
he ſayes ) that onely to hear Drums and 
Trumpets, and to ſee Chairs and Stcols 
move about a Room, and no body ronch- 
ing the one or the other, proves no more 
than the teing of Spirits; bur ( becauſe 
he ſeems to allude to that ſtory of Mr. 
Mempeſſer's houſe in wiltſkire ) 1 will 
thus anſwer him ; that ;if theſe things 
ſhall happen in a Gentlemans- houſe, 
which was formerly undiſturb'd, meerly 
upon the taking away of an idle fellows 
Drum ; if the Devil by ſuch and ſuch 
ſigns being demanded, ſhall declarerhar 
the Drummer employ'd him; it upon 
the Drummers being condemned, and 
ſent to thelflands, ſhall be quiet, andup- 
on his return theſe diſturbances ſhal] 
renew'd, theſe circumſtances will render 
| the Argument of no ſmall force to prove 
contracts with the Devil. Now if he 
has ever heard the true Relation of the 
foremention'd ſtory, he will findin it all 
this that I have ſaid. The ſecond Ar- 
-gument , that upon the fight of the 
Witch the party has fallen into his fie, 

F &c, he 
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ſize, and in the face of the GCountrey ; 
and thar Judges are not generally. ſo care- 
Jeſs. of what they do, as to take away 
the.lives of ſo many hundreds, - ugon no 
' þertcr ground than. the foolith miſtakes of 
the Volpar. Secondly, he fayes; ghat-if he 
grants tiicſe things to be true, he yet ſees 
porcaſonto grant thax there gre Vagches, 
bur rather to conclude that theſe Spyrgs., 
. which are ſo gamefome, in doing us mil- 
chiefs, when they perceive that any are 
tuſpcted to have fer them on wark, uſe 
theſe tricks ro confirm the {uſpitien, ma- 
king it their {port to ſee poor innogent 
people hang'd. . Here I will make ar 

the 
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the ſame objection/as he made againſt the 
being of V Vicches, which is, tit if the 
Devil could by ſuch tricks as thele fo ea« 
ſily deprive innocent people of cheir lives, 
tis irrational to think char he would ſuf- 
fer any body to live, conſidering his great 
malice ; and if he anſwers, that he caynor 
do it without Gods permithon, I will (ay, 
in his own words, that "tis tmpious to 
concern the great God with theſe deligns 
of the Devil to take away innocent per+ 
ſons lives: thus by denying of V Viech- 
craft, he is fallen himſelf into the ſane 
ircationality , or impicty , of which he 
accuſed the afſertors of tr, Burif, 8s he 
{ayes, the Devil ſhould by ſuch tricks en- 
deavour the ruine of poor innocent peo 
ple , *tis not —__ that he could 
makethoſe perſons Actors in their own 
ruineg ſo that all their words and actions 
ſhould contribute ro it 3 as it happens for 
the maſt part, for it is ſeldomknown thar 
ple are hanged, becauſe others fell in- . 

to their. fies arche fight of them, without 
any other evidence againſt them, but ſome 
falpiious ations of their own con« 
F 2 curring. 


= 


60 - The Opinionof 
curring, To thethird, which is,that up- 
on their threatning or curſing ſuch things 
have happen'd to the party curſed, he an- 
{wers, -that -it is not to be wondred ar, 
if in the VVorld there: has often hap- 
pened @ notable concurrence. of Events , 
&c. this I- ſuppoſe he ſaid, meerly for 
want of ſomething elſe to ſay ; for it is 
not arall conceivable- (though once in. a 
hundred years ſuch a thing may, come to 
paſs, as that upon an Old VVomans<cur- 
{ſing a man may immediarely fall ſick , 
or dye )- that it (hould be ſo frequently 
done, and-that ſuch events ſhould -con- 
ſantly atrend the curſes of ſome particu- 
lar perſons, more than others. The laſt 
Argument 4s from the confeſſion of the 
VVitch ; and he anſwers it thus; 
that the wiſeſt man 'in the. world 'may 
by torture be brought to confeſs - ay 
thing, whether ir be true or falſe : this 
anſwer ſeems very weak, when we con- 
ſider, hat this way of forcing confeſſio ns 
by torture is not in uſe with us, and by 
conſequence, rhar can be no reafon why 
our Witches ſhould confeſs themſelves 
| to 
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to be ſo, excepr it were really true. But 
that anſwer not ſuſficing, he has another, 
which is,that he believes, that ſome filly 
Old Women overgrown with melancho- 
_ dotage, have really believ'd them - 

elves to be Witches, and to have done 
thoſe things which nor onely their foolith 
Netghbours, but worſhipful men in the 
VVorld, have charged them with. Bur 
ſuppoſe ſome one, or two, have been ſo 

extreamly tooliſh,as to be per[waded into 
that belief againſt their own knowledge, 

can it be thought that all were ſo? Orif 
we could conceive that any perſons by be= 
10g accus'd could be made to belicve that 
they were VVitches, what is that to thoſe 

who have freely accus'd themſelves witi= 
out fo much as being ſuſpe&ed by others ? 
Or what to thoſe, who after they had paſt 
the danger of being perſwaded into this | 
folly, and had ſtood ir out to the laſt 
with a ſtiff denyal, notwithſtanding the 
clear evidences brought in, and ſworn a- 
gainfi them,afteryl ſay, that they had paſt 
all this, without confeſſion, have attcr- 


wards penitently acknowledged all upon 


F 3 rc 


62 The Dpinion of 
the Ladder > To ſuch as theſe his anſwer 


reaches not; yet, that many ſuch have 


been, is evideat to any but thoſe who 
believe no more than they have ſeen them- 
ſelves. Now, to ſuppoſe that an Old 
Man or VVomian, ſunk in melancholy , 
may be per{waded to think themſelves 
VVitches, is excuſable, if that were 
all ; bur to believe, that not onely the 
Old man or woman, bur the Judge , the 
Jury , and the whole Afſize, ſhould be 
chus abus'd, the witneſſes forſwearing 
themſelves, only to hang poor innocent 
people that have done them no harm; 
and that not -onely one Judge, one Jury, 
and one Aſhze, ſhould be ſo fool'd, bur 
thouſands of each, and all with nothing ; 
and to im1pgine that whole Countries,nay, 
all che Chrittian world, ſhould be fo 
over-ſpread with folly, as to eſtabliſh 
Laws againſt a ſort of people which ne- 
ver were in being, is a madneſs of which 
whoſoever is guilty, wants but one ſtep 
more to become a Sceptick , and reje& 

the Teſtimony of his own ſenſes. | 
Thus, Sir, I have anſwered, I _ 
what 
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whar 1s moſt conſiderable in this Book 
1 will paſs by the ſixth Chapter, as having 
nothing in it which requires an anſwer , 
it being little more than what has been 
ſaid before, and onely to ſhew his fancy 
touching the firſt entrance of this Opint- 
on of V Vitchcraft into rhe world ; ſo thar 
the truth of this afſertion bei:1g otice pro= 
ved, the ground upon which thac Chap- 
ter ſtands 1s taken away. And now 
Sir, it is t:mc thar I free you from this 
trouble ( it you have had the patience to 
ſuffer it thus ar) and thar I beg your 
pardon for thoſe many errours, of which 
either haſte or ignorance have made nee 
guilty ; which if you grant me, you will- 
abundantly obliedge, 


SIR, 


Your moſt faithful 
Servant, 


